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Conradin's German guardian. Duke Louis of Bavaria, had come to
nothing, and Manfred had kept firm to his demand for the recognition of
Conradin and his own regency. Edmund's investiture was now confirmed
on 9 April 1255, and Henry's envoy agreed that Innocents expenditure
should be paid, and that an army should come by Michaelmas 1256.

Active preparations, meanwhile, were made to crush Manfred. By a
curious combination he had ousted Ruffo from Calabria, while the Sici-
lian towns had gone over to the Pope. But the prince was finding it
hard to subdue the papalist Apulian communes. The time seemed pro-
pitious for a vigorous effort, and at the end of May 1255 Cardinal Octavian
marched on Lucera with a large and inefficient army. He was advised
by Berthold, and this was his ruin, for the news came that Conradin's
guardian had allied with Manfred. It seems most likely that Berthold
could not endure to fight against the heir of the Staufen, and lured on
the legate to break a temporary truce with Manfred and to march on
to Foggia. There during the deadly summer months he was blockaded
by the prince, while Berthold with the best of his troops was making a
long tour for supplies in Apulia. At last the margrave drew near, letting
Manfred know his movements. One night he tried, or feigned to try, to
break through the blockading lines, and was utterly defeated. The legate
and his starving army could hold out no longer. Early in September he
made a treaty with the victor, by which Conradin^s and Manfred's rights
were acknowledged, while all papalists, including the Hohenburg brothers,
were restored, and the Terra di Lavoro was ceded to the Pope. Then he
was allowed to retreat to Alexander IV, who disowned the bargain.

Manfred could now gather the fruits of victory. Most of the Regno
went over to his side. In 1256 he conquered the Terra di Lavoro,
while his adherents won Sicily for him. The last embers of revolt were
stamped out in 1257, and he could then pursue his own ambitions.
Already in 1256 he had blinded his enemies, the Hohenburgs, and had
procured the murder of Peter Ruffo in exile. It only remained to usurp
the throne. A false report of Conradin's death was spread, whereat the
Balio held a Parliament at Palermo, and of course was begged to assume
the crown, which he did on 10 August 1258. Perhaps he might have
founded a lasting dynasty if he could have kept up a policy of non-
intervention in Northern Italy. He was secure in the Regno with the
support of the bureaucracy; his German and Saracen troops were good
and loyal; his own indolent temper made inaction pleasant. But the
son of Frederick II could with difficulty renounce the Emperors projects
and the attempt to unite all Italy under his sway, while his Lombard
kinsmen urged him on and were ready to take the trouble of business
off his hands. They might argue that it was necessary to establish bar-
riers against a fresh invasion, for Alexander IV persisted in his refusal
to ratify Cardinal Octavian's treaty. The Pope, in fact, perseveringly
attempted to bring Henry HI with an army against the Regno, although
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